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Jorie Graham
[Master’s Thesis]: Tourists 
[Iowa City, Iowa]: University of Iowa May 1978 $6500

Brown paper wrappers with 
Velo binder. Quarto. 63pp. 
A couple light creases to the 
wraps, near fine. Inscribed 
by Graham: “To Edith & 
Del, A Rough Draft, love 
Jorie.” A copy of Graham’s 
University of Iowa Master 
Thesis inscribed to Edith 
and Delbert Wylder, 
professors at Murray State 
University. Delbert was 
a graduate of Iowa and 
worked with several of 

its notable 
students, 
including 
Graham who 
was poetry 
editor of 
their literary 
magazine, 
Crazyhorse. 

Graham’s thesis, completed in May 1978 with poet Donald Justice as her advisor, includes 54 poems 
in all with at least 17 of them later appearing in Graham’s first book in 1980, Hybrid of Plants and of 
Ghosts. There are a few scattered hand corrections in red pen, along with two poems that have printed 
dedications that do not appear to be in later versions. There is also a third poem, “In High Water” 
(published in Hybrid), with a handwritten dedication by Graham for Edith. A nicely association copy 
of a rare publication. OCLC locates one copy at Iowa. [BTC#432006]










