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Geo. M. Horton (George Moses Horton) [and] An Indian Girl
(Broadside): “Creation” by Geo. H. Horton, A North Carolina Slave [and]
“Poem”, by An Indian Girl
[No place: no publisher no date - circa 1829-30]

$16,000

Broadside. Approximately 8" x 8¾". Printed in two columns. Margins slightly irregular (although no
obvious evidence of having been trimmed), some very neat professional mends to old folds on the
verso, very good. Horton’s poem Creation takes up a column and a half; Poem, by An Indian Girl takes
up the other half column.

George Moses Horton, while enslaved and selling fruit for his owner in Chapel Hill, was variously
indulged or cajoled by the students of the University of North Carolina to declaim impromptu verse,
and even earned a modest sum of money composing romantic verses and acrostics based upon the first
names of the student’s love interests. In 1829, his friends and patrons published his first collection of
poetry, The Hope of Liberty, printed in Raleigh by J. Gales & Son, with the purpose of raising funds to
buy his freedom. The pamphlet contained 21 poems. This poem, Creation was the first poem in the
pamphlet, titled there as Praise of Creation but otherwise identical to this text. Horton thus became
the first black Southerner to publish a volume of poetry, and only the third African-American to do so
(after Phillis Wheatley and Jupiter Hammon).

The author of Poem, by An Indian Girl seems more elusive. We can find it published as Song of the
Chippewa Girl as early as 1825 in The Ladies Garland published in Richmond, and again in 1828 in
The Bower of Taste in neither instance attributing the poem to a named author.

Although this cheaply produced broadside gives no publishing information, it seems almost certain it
was published in the South, and also possible that Horton sold it as a mendicant offering, along with
the other racially-themed Poem, by An Indian Girl, in order to raise funds to purchase his freedom, very
likely contemporarily or slightly after the 1829 publication of his book (and near the time Poem, by
An Indian Girl was anthologized in 1828). The possibility also exists that it might slightly pre-date the
1829 publication of his book.

OCLC appears to find nothing remotely like this broadside. Certainly rare, and quite possibly unique.
[BTC#424557]

