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The world’s first antislavery society
[Benjamin Franklin].
The Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery
An Address to the Public, from the Pennsylvania Society for promoting the
Abolition of Slavery, and the Relief of Free Negroes, unlawfully held in Bondage
Philadelphia: Printed by Francis Bailey (1789)

$35,000

Very scarce pair of broadsides printed
in 1789 by the Pennsylvania Society
for Promoting the Abolition of
Slavery, the world’s first antislavery
society, signed in letterpress by
Benjamin Franklin, the Society’s
President.
Folio. A pair of broadsides printed in
folio on the first and third pages of
a single untrimmed bifolium sheet.
Measures 16.5" x 13.5" unfolded;
8" x 13.5" folded. With a docket
title written in manuscript by a
contemporary hand on the fourth
blank page: “Address for the Abolition
of Slavery; also a plan for improving
free Negroes”. The sheet is partially
split along the vertical spine fold
(with about two inches conjugate at
the top), three light horizontal folds,
a few small tears to the left and right
margins, very good.

As indicated by the manuscript docket title, the first broadside prints: “An Address to the Public”
soliciting contributions to fund a plan for educating and employing “emancipated black people”. It is
Signed in letterpress “by order of the Society, B. Franklin, President. Philadelphia, 9th of November,
1789.” The second broadside prints the plan. It is dated in letterpress at the head of the sheet:
“Philadelphia, 26 October, 1789. At a meeting of the Pennsylvania Society for promoting the Abolition
of Slavery &c. An essay of a Plan for improving the condition of Free Negroes … was adopted as
follows, / A Plan for improving the condition of the Free Blacks.”
In the Address, Benjamin Franklin and the Society publically state their opposition to the institution
of Slavery. It reads, in part: “Slavery is such an atrocious debasement of human nature, that its very
extirpation, if not performed with solicitous care, may sometimes open a source of serious evils. / The
unhappy man who has long been treated as a brute animal, too frequently sinks beneath the common
standard of the human species. The galling chains that bind his body, do also fetter his intellectual
faculties, and impair the social affections of this heart … Under such circumstances, freedom may often
prove a misfortune to himself, and prejudicial to society. / Attention to emancipated black people, it is
therefore hoped, will become a branch of our national police; but as far as we contribute to promote
this emancipation … [it is] incumbent on us … To instruct; to advise; to qualify those who have been
restored to freedom, for the exercise and enjoyment of civil liberty … These are the great outlines of the
annexed plan, which we have adopted …”
The second broadside prints the “annexed plan” which outlines the duties of four committees: “I. A
committee of Inspection, who shall superintend the morals, general conduct, and ordinary situation
of the Free Negroes …”; “II. A committee of Guardians, who shall place out children and young
people with suitable persons …”; “III. A committee of Education, who shall superintend the schoolinstruction of the children, and youth of the Free Blacks …”; “IV. A committee of Employ, who shall
endeavour to procure constant employment for those Free Negroes …”
A well-preserved, untrimmed copy. Shipton & Mooney 45559; ESTC W4578. [BTC#423208]

