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[Map]: Umatilla Indian Reservation, Township No. 3, Pange No. 36 East
showing “Patented Land” Allotments
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Federal interest in establishing the Umatilla Indian Reservation began in earnest following the infamous
Whitman Mission Massacre of 1847 in which 13 men and women were killed and over fifty women
and children taken captive. Although the mission had been initially welcomed by the Cayuse in 1835,
over the years, arguments about rental payments, trading expectations, medical care, and Catholic-
Protestant rivalries resulted in the surprise attack and brutal murder, mutilation, and rape of the
mission residents. Following the massacre, Congress quickly established the Oregon Territory and in
1855, the reservation was created the Umatilla, Walla Walla, and Cayuse tribes.
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