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Richard Eberhart
[Manuscript and Corrected Page Proofs]: Song and Idea

$4500

A unique publisher’s archive consisting of Richard Eberhart’s typescript manuscript, his annotated page
proofs, and a published copy of the first edition of Song and Idea, his third book of poems published by
Chatto & Windus in 1940.
The manuscript consists of 91 unnumbered quarto leaves typed on rectos, brad-bound in unprinted
paper wrappers. The title page of the manuscript has Eberhart’s address at St. Mark’s School in
Massachusetts (where Robert Lowell was one of his students) and his summer address in New York City
typed below the title. There are a few manuscript corrections and one poem (published in the book
under the title The Needle of the Eye) with the final stanza handwritten in pencil by Eberhart.
The page proofs consist of five folded gatherings. They are edited by Eberhart with his changes
and handwritten corrections in pencil, and with four typescript sheets inserted by Eberhart: the
acknowledgments leaf and three additional typed poems.
The published book is quarter bound in cloth and printed paper, in the original printed dust jacket.
It is the first edition, published in London (preceding the first American edition by two years).
Also included is a publisher’s mimeographed: “Partial List of works published by Richard Eberhart”
consisting of three stapled sheets. Light soiling and a few small tears to the wrapper of the manuscript
and the preliminary gathering of the page proof, overall near fine.
Now considered one of the most prominent American poets of the 20th Century, the Pulitzer Prizewinner first won national acclaim for his poem: “The Groundhog” published in 1934. Described as
“a modern stylist with romantic sensibilities,” in the 1950s he helped call national attention to the
Beat generation (and to Allen Ginsberg in particular), and he was Consultant in Poetry to the Library
of Congress (now called the Poet Laureate of the United States) from 1959 to 1961. He also won the
1977 National Book Award for Poetry for Collected Poems, 1930-1976.
The manuscript of Song and Idea contains earlier, variant states of all 41 poems published in the book,
and 15 other poems not published in the book (a total of 56 poems). It also contains 26 numbered
sonnets (which were later published under the title: Thirty One Sonnets in 1967), and three pages
of: “Notes for the Reader and Student of these poems (not to be published).” Eberhart’s penciled
corrections and changes in the page proof correspond to the published text. He also tipped into the
page proofs three poems on typescript sheets which Chatto & Windus editor Harold Raymond chose
not to publish: “Go to the Shine That’s On a Tree,” “Mysticism has not the patience to wait for God’s
revelation,” and “The Psychic Life.”
A comprehensive archive of primary source materials documenting the editing and publication of
Eberhart’s third book of poems. Wright (A3, pp. 14-20). [BTC#409240]

