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George Ball
“An Afternoon at Shakespeare’s”	
(Mexico City: Privately printed / Editorial de los Estados, S.A. 1965)	 $950

First edition. Introduction 
by Robert Ball. Thin 
octavo. 44, [6]pp. Full 
calf gilt. Moderate or 
slight discoloration on 
the boards, else near fine. 
According to the colophon, 
one of 12 copies prepared 
by the author’s family for 
his private use. Four essays 
on Shakespeare. According 
to Ball’s son in the 
introduction: “George Ball, 
who is my father... has 
dedicated a part of his time 
to the reading and enjoying 
of the life and works of 
William Shakespeare. That 
he has managed to extract 
a very special juice from 
such endeavor is apparent 
form the articles included 
in this publication.”

Published during Ball’s tenure as Under-Secretary of State for Kennedy and Johnson from 1961 to 1966, where he 
was singular among top State Department officials in his opposition to further escalation in Vietnam. OCLC locates 
no copies. [BTC#401499]


