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Minuru Yosioka
[Photo Album]: Nisei Soldier 
1941-1943 $4500

Oblong octavo. Spiral bound 
scrapbook with “U.S. Medical 
Corps Service Memories” on the 
front board. An album containing 
26 black and white photographs 
measuring between 1" x 1" and 
3½" x 4½". Some rubbing on the 
album else near fine with near fine 
photographs.

Minuru Yosioka, from Inglewood, 
California, was drafted into the 
Army in 1941 before the Japanese 

attack on Pearl Harbor and sent to Camp Grant, Illinois to be trained as a medic. Upon graduation, he was transferred to the Station Hospital at the 
Army Flying School, later Reese Air Force Base, in Lubbock, Texas. While there, President Roosevelt decreed that Japanese-Americans living on the West 
Coast would be incarcerated for the duration of the war, and Yosioka’s family was sent to the infamous internment camp at Manzanar, California. At the 
same time, Roosevelt directed all Nisei on active duty in the military to be honorably discharged with only a few exceptions. Yosioka was one of only 10 
Nisei medics on active duty, and all were transferred to the Station Hospital at Camp Barkley, an army tank training center.



Hawaiian Nisei, who were not subjected to the draconian 
internment order, clamored to enlist in the war effort and were 
allowed to form an all-Japanese unit, the 100th Battalion, 
which eventually grew into the famous 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team. In 1943, Yosioka was reclassified as an 
infantryman and reassigned to the 442nd which was then 
fighting in Italy. There he participated in the famous “Go 
for Broke” campaign that rescued the “Lost Battalion” (1st 
Battalion, 141st infantry) which had been surrounded by the 
Germans. In that battle, one of the most violent of the war, the 
442nd was finally able to rescue the Lost Battalion, although 
at a horrific cost. In Yosioka’s “I” company (one of two 
companies whose final frontal charge while screaming “Banzai” 
finished the German resistance) all but eight men were killed 
or wounded. Yosioka was one of the lucky soldiers who walked 
away unscathed, however shortly after the battle, he was 
hospitalized for a severe case of trench foot and reclassified as a 
military policeman until he was discharged and returned to the 
United States.

The earliest photo in the album is of a Nisei army friend of 
Yosioka’s at Camp Grant taken on 14 December 1941, one 
week after Pearl Harbor. Other photographs show Yosioka and 
other Nisei and white soldiers at Lubbock, Camp Barkeley on 
leave at Fort Worth, and apparently providing training for the 
WAC radio school at Kansas City, Missouri. There are also 
newspaper clippings of a military bowling league.

This is an incredibly scarce documentation of a Nisei soldier’s experience in the very early days of World War Two.. [BTC#399387]


















