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Tai Sing Loo
How Happen I Were at Pearl Harbor, on the Morning of Sunday 7 December 1941
[No place - Pearl Harbor?]: Tai Sing Loo [circa 1941]

$1250

Two mimeographed folio leaves stapled
in upper corner. Owner’s name “Murray”
in ink in upper corner, tiny old folds,
tears and nicks, else near fine. Two page
account by a Chinese-American man who
was an official Navy photographer from
1919 until 1947. Loo had arranged an
early morning photo shoot with some of
the enlisted men in order to provide them
with photographs for Christmas cards,
but before he could arrive the attack had
begun. He got a taxi full of sailors and
Marines and joined them to the main
gate of the base. He recounts strafing and
bombing, anti-aircraft fire, and his trip to
his studio to get his Graflex camera. He
mentions his fear that he will be mistaken
for Japanese: “...so I’m afraid some one will
make a mistake me as a Jap and shot me
down.” He attempts to help put out the
fires on U.S.S. Cassin afraid at any minute
that the ship will blow up and destroy the
adjoining U.S.S. Pennsylvania. He gives
an excellent and thorough account of
arranging for volunteers to fight the fires on
the ships that day, and then takes it upon
himself to arrange to have the road repaired
and guide traffic to the Naval Hospital.
He then retrieves his motor scooter and is
impressed by Marine into collecting food
for the volunteers, which he does. Finally
he hitches a ride back to his home in the
University area where he is greeted by his
wife and four children. A very immediate
and visceral account, clearly produced at
a time very contemporary to the attack.
Loo’s English was very imperfect. Parts of
this account have been anthologized by
the United States Naval Institute online,
but in that case it has been substantially
altered to enhance the readability. In 1984
the United States Naval Institute published
a calander: The U.S. Navy in Hawaii: One
Man’s Perspective: A Pictorial Calendar for
1984 featuring Loo’s photographs. This
is almost certainly the earliest and most
complete account with all locutions and
with Loo’s signature in facsimile, written by
him directly on the stencil. OCLC locates
no copies. [BTC#394192]

