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William Saroyan

Small Archive of Correspondence $1000
A small file of consisting of four Typed Letters Signed by William Saroyan to his editor and friend Pascal Covici at The Viking Press. The
correspondence, all of which takes place in 1947, concerns the possibility of a Viking Portable edition of Saroyan’s work. the correspondence
begins with Saroyan sending off copies of some of his books to Covici to be incorporated into a Viking Portable edition, proceeds to a letter
displaying his impatience with the publication of the volume, comments favorably on a Bemelmans title and suggests that Covici send a copy

of the book to “Dutch Leonard, the famous retired pitcher of the Boston Red Sox, is an ardent Bemelmans reader - one of several most likely

- anyhow if you where to send him a copy he'd be very proud.” The concluding letter displays his well-known irascibility: “If this is a brush-off
and you've changed your mind at Viking about doing a Saroyan Portable say so... | don't like this kind of business. When it happens I'm through
forever with the people who engage in it. Take Random House, for example. | don't mind if you don't want to do a Saroyan Portable. Just say so
and return the books I sent you.” Apparently no viking Portable edition of Saroyan’s work appeared. Age-toning on some of the thin typed leaves,
otherwise very good or better. [BTC#392353]
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2727 Taraval Strest
San Franciasco, California
September 15, 1947

Mr. Pascal Covicl

Tha Viking Fresas Inc.
18 Easgt 48th Street
Kew York 17, New York

Dear Fat:

0.E., but let's have it clear. If this 1s a brash-off
and you've changed your mind at Viking about doing & 3Saroyan
Portable, say 80 and let's go about our business. If you want
to do a Saroyan Portable, send me the usual contrset, and I'11
algn i1t. Manufacturing costs may nsver level off---the book may
have to be retalled for §3. instead of $2.---I know nothing about
such things. That's Viking's problem. A Saroyan Portable was
your idea, not mine. When I telked to you on the telephone in
New York last May you sald it was a deal and asked me to send
¥ou all of my books which were not readily awveilable, and I
sent them to you. When I brought up the matter of a contract
you sald that that would antomatically follow Spectoraky'a
assembling the desired material, and I took you at your word.
When I wrote and aaked you about progress on the book, you
agked me early in Juns to keep my shirt on. (I asked sbout
progress on the book because in our talk over the telephons
you anawered my question as to when the book would be likely
to appear by saying it would appear late this year, most likely.)
I kept my shirt on because I took you at your word again. I
don't 1ike this kind of business. When it happens, I'm through
forsver with the people who engage in it. Take Random House,
for example. I don't mind if you don't want to do a Saroyan
Fortable. Just say sc and return the books I sent you.

Yours truly:
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