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Miss Caroline Smith
Arm for the Right; or, the Invalid’s Last Appeal
[Haverhill, Mass.?: no publisher circa 1860-1870]
First edition. Broadside. Approximately. 12" x 9". Modest but pervasive chipping and tears confined to the margins, good or better. 21 stanzas
of verse and two paragraphs of explanation from a lady of Haverhill, Massachusetts, who here stands up in verse for her right to salubrious peace
and quiet in the face of the repeated cacophonous depredations of the Haverhill Rifle Club—or as she has it in her note, “It is now nearly nine
months since I have been obliged, let me be ever so sick and helpless, to leave my room or bed at a moment’s warning, and flee before the Rifle
Club, in order to save my life and reason. And this has been done repeatedly when I have not been able to sit up more than five or ten minutes
during the day after leaving the carriage. I should have entered a complaint at the commencement, but the Police Judge, the protector of the
public peace and the town representative of Justice, was at the head of this outrage, and could not sustain the cause of right and humanity
without involving himself in the overthrow.” That Smith’s outrage should find vent in verse is of course curious but not perhaps atypical of her
time—certainly the ringing sentiments suit themselves to lyric: “Beneath the dark banner Of vice they’re arrayed, And on Guilt and Injustice
Their footsteps are stayed. Shouting in triumph, As onward they go, To inflict on the helpless New suffering and woe.” Smith appears to have
published a similarly gloomy collection of verse, Haverhill in Eclipse (Newburyport, 1870) and another scarce broadside aimed against local
corruption, A New Year’s address to the true hearted citizens and voters of Haverhill. OCLC notes two locations for this rare appeal. [BTC#392326]

